VZCZCXR04372 

PP  RUEHBI  RUEHCI  RUEHLH  RUEHPW 
DE  RUEHLM  #0959  2930828 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 200828Z  OCT  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  COLOMBO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  0633 
INFO  RUEHKA/ AMEMBASSY  DHAKA  1954 
RUEHIL/AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  8990 
RUE HKT / AMEMBAS S Y KATHMANDU  7228 
RUEHNE/AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  3373 
RUE HPF/ AMEMBASSY  PHNOM  PENH  0085 
RUEHCG/AMCONSUL  CHENNAI  9551 
RUEHKP/AMCONSUL  KARACHI  2542 
RUEHCI /AMCONSUL  KOLKATA  0432 
RUEHLH/AMCONSUL  LAHORE  0086 
RUEHBI /AMCONSUL  MUMBAI  6851 
RUEHPW/AMCONSUL  PESHAWAR  0366 

UNCLAS  COLOMBO  000959 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  SCA/INSB 
STATE  FOR  OES/OPA 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  CE  KRVC  TPHY  EWWT 

SUBJECT:  POST  CONTACTS  FOR  MARINE  SCIENTIFIC  RESEARCH  FOR 
SRI  LANKA  AND  THE  MALDIVES 

REF:  STATE  101996 

f.1 . (U)  Embassy  Colombo  covers  both  Sri  Lanka  and  the 
Maldives.  The  primary  contact  at  Post  to  obtain  host 
government  authorization  of  marine  research  vessels  is  ESTH 
officer  Ken  Kero-Mentz  (keroka@state.gov),  with  Econ  Chief  Ed 
Heartney  providing  back-up  assistance  (heartneyep@state.gov), 
both  of  whom  expect  to  be  in  Colombo  until  summer  2012.  PD 
Chief  Jeff  Anderson  (andersonjj2@state.gov)  would  manage  the 
PD  angle  of  such  visits.  Local  employee  Adrian  Mendis 
(mendisa@state.gov)  should  also  be  included.  Responses  from 
the  host  governments  can  be  slow  in  coming.  Post  looks 
forward  to  working  with  the  Office  of  Oceans  and  Polar 
Affairs  to  facilitate  authorization  as  quickly  as  possible. 
BUTENIS 


